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| The tojurious Refleftions of Mr. Lake 


Milbourn, in his Sermon beforethe Court of * 
Aldermen at St. Paxl O Church, Aug. 28.1698. 


w herein his notorious Wreltigs of the words 
of St. Paul are laid open, and. the true ſenſe 
cleared. 


Nay in my Holy Houſe the Plagne prevails ; 
No little Prieft for ſmall Preferment fails 
Togo, torun, tofly, but ſcarce can crawl, 
When I to boly Pains, and ſharp Repentance call, 
Milbourn's Chriſtian Pattern, P. 105. 
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NOTES on Mr. MitBourN's 
Diſſwaſrue from Charity, &c. 


S I R, 


Have known the time, that I thought my ſelf 

uſefully entertain'd, and was really well plea- 

ſed with the Sermons of the Clergy of the 

Church of England; but ſince Controverſy has 
been ſo much the Subje&, ' exerciſing the Wit and 
Eloquence of the/ambirious Candidates*among them, 
] can conteat my ſelf with the Prayers of the Church, 
be anconcern'd when fuch Men preach, and light my 
Pipe with their Prints. 

But t'other Day you ſent me a Sermon, . whoſe 
Leaves, 1 confeſs, as yet lie by me uninjur'd, tho the 
Diſcourſe is proper for nothing that I know of, unleſs 
ro make a Man renounce, not only the Communion 
of the Church of England, [which I embrace] bur 
even the profeſſion of .Chriſtianity ir ſelf. 

I did expeQ an anſwer to this Sermon of Mr. Lute 
Atilboxrn, from the Author of that excellent, and 
truly Chriſtian Diſcourſe, occaſion'd by the death of 
Mr. Thomas Firmin, ſaid to be preach'd in the Conn» 
try. Whether that Gentleman be now living or dead 
if living, whether prevented by ſickneſs, or buſineſs, 
I know not 3 it may be poſlible, that he thinks Mr. 
M's Sermon (like what is ſaid of f{eyeral yenomous 

/ &a'2 Beaſts) 
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Beaſts) carries its Antidote with it z but what is an 
unletter'd Man the better, who knows not the me- 
thod of applying the ſame? Well! t that am the 
Son of* a Citizen, and a ſmall dealer among them, 
however defeCtive in Univerſity Learning, will ſee 
that my Brethren be not with florid words cheated, 
with unchriſtian virulence poiſon'd, with ingrateful 
impudence abus'd. | 
Mr. Milbowrn's Sermon bears this Title,. A falſe 
Faith net juſtified by care for the poor. But the Propoſi- 
tion which he labours to prove, is, That care for the 
poor ſignifies zotbing towards future Happinefs with- 
out ſound Faith. This Propoſition adorn'd with the 
zealous Preacher's wild Khetorick, ſounds thus. 
« A Man-ſet off with all the Charms of 
P. 1. *© irreſiſtible Eloquence may raviſh the 
and2, © admiring World with his. Oratory ; 
&« may ſpeak with Power and Demanſtra- 
© tion, and with clear Senſe, and proper Expreſſions 
* make the obſcureſt Things plain and intelligible 
& he may work indiſputable and unaccountable Mi- 
&« racles; he may look upon himſelf as ſeat. into the 
& World torelieve the Indigent, and to be the Fa- 
© ther and Guardian of thoſe, who are generally 
« defpig?d by a careleſs and vuncompaſhanate World 
© he may ſeal the ſincerity of bis Profeſfion with his 
& blood : Yet his Knowledg and Eloquence, his Li- 
© berality and Miracles, his Zeal and Sincerity will 
* profit him nothing, without ſound Faith and vige» 
* rous Hope; theſe are glittering Q1a- 
P. 8. * lifications indeed, bat they are not fo 
« much as the firſt ſtep towards future 
** Happineſs. The Conſequence he draws from this 
Propoſition, is only this, That all thoſe _— 
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C 5] 
who are not perſwaded of the truth of ſuch Articles, 
2s he ſuppoſes make up the Contents of true Faith, 
may be as good natur'd, bountiful, and compaſſionate 
as they" pleaſe, but they are but Fools for 
their pains, and after all, SHALL BE P. 75. 
DAMN*D, ETERNALLY DAMN'D 
AT THE LAST. Well! if this be true Doc- 
trine, yet [as Jobn Calvin ſaid of his inconditionate 
Decrees] it ought to be very cautioully diſpens'd, 
for if it once prevails among the Men who abound in 
the goods of this World, the Poor, who ſuffer hard- 
ly already, are like to be much worſe provided for ; 
nay and the Church ir ſelf will go near to be a loſer 
by the bargain, Mr. 4ilbexrn would have done well 
to bave giv'n us a jult and exat ſummary of ſound 
juſtifying Faith, without which, not all the good 
Warks inthe World, no not building of Churches, 
nor endowing Colleges and Hoſpitals, nor augment- 
ing poor Livings, nor maintaining Lectures, can de- 
liver a Man from Death and Damnation ; but this he 
wiſely avoids, for in the Controverſy of the Trinity 
which be looks upon as a chief Teſt of Orthodoxy, 
the Clergy themſelves are pretty equally divided, 
ſome holding 3 diſtini# Ainds, 1 know not how united 
others 3 Relations of one and the ſame mind, tobe ſound 
Faith. But now what ſhall the worthy Alms-giving 
Aldermen and Citizens uf Zenden do in this caſe ?. *ris 
pity methiaks that after all their Alms to the Poor, 
pay and th:ir Bounty to the Church too, they ſhould 
be damn'd at the laſt ; but daman'd they mult be, Mr. 
A. avers it, and that eternally, unleſs they chooſe 
the right ſide of this Queſtion, and it's an even wager 
againſt them. Now all that I can ſay for their comfort, 
if they ſhould be ſo unlucky as to take vp with a falſe 
" Pere 


[6] 
perſwaſion in this Article, is, that a Moiety of the 
Clergy will be damn'd with them, 

I hop> the Reverend Preachers of The City will not 
follow their Brother Afiibourn's Example, when they 
next affetionately invite their Hearers to Almſpiv- 
ing ; for the Charms of their Eloquence willtiardly 
meet with the uſual ſucceſs, (whatever be the neceſli- 
ty of the Caſc) if the People be plainly rold, that to 
provide fur the poor is nothing worth withovt true 
Faith, and that airer all their Alms they ſbal be danmn'd, 
eternally damn d, if they don't think arigbt of the Trinity ;, 
tho they think as well as they can, and are ready to 
ſeal their Szcerzy with their Blood, Bur if our City- 
Preachers bait their Hearers this awkward Argument, 
as 1 am much of the mind they wil), yer I would have 
the Colleftors for Mr. Ms/bowrn's Lecture do bim juſ- 
rice, thar ſoall thofe Gentlemen, whoſe Faith ſquares 
not exattly with the Faith of their LeAurer, may hold 
their hands: for they can but be damn'd if they give 
him nothing for ſuch his precious Labours ; beſides | 
ſee no reaſon, why, when he does not like their Faith, 
he ſhon!d cover their Money. I am ſure, if they are 
not £o be accounted charitable, be their Bounty never 
{ſo extenſive ; to him they will not extend it at all, if 
they would be accounted wiſe. 

[ have been told thar Fellows of Colleges dooften 
in their Prayers commemorate and bleſs God for their 
Founders and BenefaQtors, holy Men, and Women 
they call them, who liv'd in his Faith, and Fear 
whom they ſuppoſe lodg'd in Abrabam's Boſom : bur 
thoſe Founders and. BenefaQtors, almoſt all of them, 
liv'd and dy'din a Faith, as to many parts of it, cer- 
rainly falſe; and very much different from the mo- 
dern; found, trae, and juſtifying Faith 1 i - 

ow 
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how the Fellows of Colleges can take it of Mr. Ad. 
who has damn'd their Founders, and BenefaQtors : 
but let them take it as they pleaſe: I would adviſe 
all worthy, 2nd compaſhonate Citizens, whom God 
has bleſs'd with a plentiful Fortune, and a compaſlio» 
nate Mind, to confhne their generous Liberality tothe 
relief of poor Orphans, of lick and aged People, of 
Cripples, and wounded Seamen ; and if theſe Objets 
of true pity cannot exhauſt their Bounty, then let 
them careleſsly ſhed it upon lazy, luſty, ftroling Beg- 
gars, Rogues and Vagrants; but not a Penny to a la- 
zy, laſty, ſtroling, libeling Presbyter : for thefirſt 
will probably ever honour their BenefaQour ; the ſe- 
cond will at leaſt ſay, God bleſs you Maſter ; bur the 
laſt forloro piece of Ingratitude, if he is not pleas'd 
with the good Gentleman's Faith that feeds him, 
will in a holy Rage, even from the Pulpit, curſe him 
£o the Pit of Hell, and ſend him to the Devil. 

In the laſt Age it was current DoCtrine among the 
Predeſtinarians, that the good Works of unregene- 
rate Men [and all were unregenerate to them, who 
were not of their Party] were but /plendida Peccata, 
Sins, tho the looks of them were rather plea- 
ſing than otherwiſe: The Arminian Church of Eng- 
land Clergy made them pay for that ſour ſpi 
Doftrine with many a bitter, well-merited Sarcaſm. 
But now it ſeems, if Mr. 24. does not bely his 
Friends, as well as devote his Adverſaries, this Doc- 
trine, ſour and ſpiteful gs it is, is the very Doctrine 
of the Church, and founded on the Authority of St. 
Paul ;, fo that what was falſe Faith but t'other Day, 
is now become ſound and true. Whence it ap 
that ſomgthing or other can juſtify a falſe Faith, tho 
the moi extenlive Bounty of a fincere miſtaken Chriſ- 
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tian cannot. But I pray Mr. 24. fo tellmeonething, 

fince good Works cannot jultify a falſe Faith, why 

ſhould a right Faith be thought to juſtify bad Works ? 

I cannot imagin why avy Man ſhoald exclude good 

Works from Heaven for want of a true Faith, bot 

that for the ſake' of bis trae Faith he may crowd 

in = his bad Works about him. If this be the 

*; defign, he has ſomething ſuch asitis to 

he his tradocing St. Paul, andim ely li- 

the Memory of the vertnous, and boneſt, the 

generous, fincere, and pious Mr. Thomas Firmn. 

SS. Paal 2dviſeth bis Son T:maetby tro ſbow bimſelf 

approv'd ants God, a Workman that meedetb net bc 

a, rightly dividing the word of truth; i. e. [3c- 

cording to my conjectare] treating his Hearers with 

thoſe Parts, and Portions of Chriſtian Doctrine, 

which are moſt uſeful for them, and moſt likely to 

co them good. If this be not the certain ſenſe of 

+ The Place, yetir isthe certain duty of an honeſt Prea. 
cher © but it is the manner of ſome, now and then 

to let their wild Paſſions chufe the Subject of their 
intended Preachmenrts, 2nd then their next buſineſs is 

ro hunt the Concordance for a Text, the found of 

* which comes neareſt to cover their indirect purpoſs ; 

and it ſometimes happens, that the main purpoſe of 

the Preacher is fo very indirect, andwicked, that 

the holy Bible affords him no words liable to be miſta- 

ken, 25he would have them ; but a Text muſt be 

had, whatever pains it coſts to abuſe i it, or learning to 

fy : obſcure it, or art to ſteal from it. The Sermon be- 
ing — one wonld think but who ever 
Tecover'd ejethum ſemel artriti de fronte pudorem? Envy 

is never wife, Boldneſs makes it reſtleſs, Pride gives 

s it Wir cnovgh to procere it's own ſhame 3 FRO 
" 


[9] 


DS, Flcwd Libel comes to be printed, with all its perz 


verſe Interpretations, Frauds, and Forgeriesz only, 
to cheat as many as will not thoughtfully examin ; 
there is one thing ſtufPd in the Pamphlet, another in- 
{crib'd on the Title Page. 

A falſe Faith not inflified by care for the Poor ;, this 
is the Title, but the buſineſs of Mr. 34s Sermon is 
to prove, Thar a Father, and Guardian of the Poor, 
accomp!liſh'd with many excellent Qualities, and moſt 
{incere in the Faith which he profcſles, ſball be damu'd, 
eternally damn'd, becauſe he is, in ſome Points of it, 
miſtaken. Now certainly this is the moſt accurſed 
Dotftrine, that ever proceeded from the Lips of an 
ungracious Man it is openly, and directly contrary 
ro all the excellent and holy, gracions and good Pur- 
poſes of the Goſpel: tending to nothing, but todif- 
courage Vertue, and to ſtarve the Poor; to poiſon 
the Endearments of Friendſhip, and overthrow the 
very Fonndations of Society. 

Zealors may talk of Hereticks, and their mon» 
ſtrous Opinions in abſtruſe ſpeculative Matters z but 
for an immoral ſtrain! from Simon Magnus down to 
our modern Enthuſiaſts (whether within, or without 
the Pale) there's not one to be compar'd with this 
Presbyter. 

Should that old Deceiver, who harangu'd out 
Lord on the Pinnacle of the Temple, and would have 
top'd on him very dangerons Doctrine, from a Text 
of Scripture too , ſhould he invade the Sacre-SanZ 
Cathedral of St. Pas, (which God forbid) he could 
not prophane the Pulpit with more unchriſtian Doc- 
trine : and they, that could bear our Presbyter's Ser- 
mon, need not run away from Satan's, 5. e. pro- 
vided they did not take offence at his Horns, and 
Hoofs. _ ;— But, 
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But, . How dats the Preacher Afilbourn gather his 
DeQrine from his Text ? The words of the Text are 


theſe. And the I beſte all my Goeds to feed the Poor, 


and bave not Charity, i profiteth me nothing. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Milboxrn, this ſignifies, tho 1 beſtow all 
my Goods to feed the Poor, and havenot true juſtsfy. 
ing ſound Faith, it profiteth me nothing. Bur what 
Grouad in Criticiſm has this Maſter (with wbom no 
Nan is a Critick, that is not of his mind) for ſub- 
ſtituting Fa: 1n the room of Charity? Why ! only a 
certain autocratorical Axiom of his, viz. Theres no 
ſewch Love [or Charity} which the Text requires, but 
where there's ſound Faith. P.2, One ſuch Axiom more, 
and he may dama all his Enemies round, whom he 
ever wrong'd, or afiroimed, at Cambriadg, Yarmouth, 
or London, 'tis deep-rooted in the opinionatize Sov] 
of him too, and ſounds thus. Toere*s no ſound F aith, 
but that akich agrees with all bis Perſwaſions. - 

On theſe two ſolid Axioms, the famous Sermon is 
builtz the one expreſs'd, the other indeed but im- 
ply'd;, kft he ſhould openly dama them alſo, who 
might dam: him to filence, which he fears more than 
any other Dzmnation 3 end that's all that can be ſaid 
In excule of tis furious damning others. 1 will ac- 
count with him, before I have done, both for his 
Axiom expreſs C, and implz*d : In the mean time [ 
will lay down another, and make it good, whereby 
T ſhall be l:d both to explainthe Text, and vindicate 
the 13:3111d honour cf the Apoſtle. My Axiom is this, 
T here's no ſuch Love [ or Charity] as the Text re- 
quires, but where Mcn teſtify it by good Offices, even 
towards others of different perſwaſions in Matters of 
Faith. Monſieur Le Clerc, the moſt judicious Author 
that ever dealt in Criticiſm, has one Chapter, ia þ = 
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Ars Critica, concerning the wide, or narrow fignif- 
cation of words. There he reaches us to compare 
what follows with what goes before, and to weigh 
well the Cnſtoms and Opinions of that People among 
whom the Writer liv'd, whoſe Works we hope to in- 
terpretaright. Among divers Nations, and Men of 
divers Sets (he obſerves) the word Fuftice has di- 
vers Senſes. And as often as we read in any Roman 
Writer, that this, or that Perſon, was a lover of 
Juſtice; we muſt anderſtand ir only of Juſtice ro- 
wards his Country-men, and thoſe Country-men 
only, with whom he had no quarrel : but when we 
meet, in the Writers of the New Teſtament, with the 
word Faftice, we muſt underſtand by ir, a Vertue ofa 
far larger extenr, than the Old Roman F»frce; a Ver- 
rue that relates, not only to Country-men, but Stran- 
gers; not only ro Friends, bur Enemizs. ' A jaſt 
Chriſtian. in thoſe days, wa$he, who dealt the ſame 
upright Meaſures to all Men, of what Country, or 
Languaze, Religion, or Perſwaſion foever, which be 
thought reaſonable and fitting to be dealr ro himſelf. 
And as this word Fuſtice has this wide Signification 
with the firſt Chriſtian Writers : So the word in the 
Text, «yoTv' Love, or (as in our Tranſlation) 
Charity {| which "Mr. Ailbourr?s wile critical Skill 
would have ro ſignify erae jultifyins Faith, a ſenſe 
wide from St. Pax['s Purpoſe] the true ſenſe of z30'mw 
Love, or Charity in the New Teſtament, is as wide, 
as that of J=ftice, and not much different from ir ; 
for it extends to all Men whatſoever, to all withour 
exception, upon account of their different Nations 
or Opinions. Accordingly, that honeſt and learned 
Gentleman, who preach'd the incomparable Sermon 


on the death of Mr. Firmin, rightly explains onr 
B 2 Saviour's 
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Saviour's Concluſion of his Parable, concerning the 
Man that fell among Thieves, Lake 10. 36, 37. 
thus. © Reckon him to be thy Neighbour who is a 
« doer of good; tho he be of a foreign Nation, or 
« of a falſe Religion, yer if he is a lover of Men, 
& one that does good to others, account him thy 
* Neighbour whom thov art to love as thy ſelf. kut, 
as Le Clerc notes, it has been the cuſtom with Chriſ- 
tians, in many Nations for many Ages, to deny even 
the common Rights of Humanity ro them who dif- 
fer'd from the national eſtabliſh'd Opinions in Reli- 
gion 3 nay and with exquiſite Torments to put them 
to death : tho, ſetting aſide their particular religi- 
ons Opinions, the Men were honeſt, and inoffenſive ; 
which abominable, and more than ſavage Cruelty, 
was thought not contrary to Chriſtian Love, or 
Charity. Whence it is plain, that Chriſtian Love, 
or Charity, which was taken in a2 wide ſenſe in the 
days of the Apoſtles, was tzken ina very narrow 
ſenſe in after Ages. The old Apoſtolic-l Love or 
Charity extended to unbelieving Jews, and to Sama- 
titans. But there are ſome of cur modern Evangeli- 
cal Preachers that are ſtrangely degenerated, if it 
mult not extend, now, to miſperſwaded conſcicnti- 
ous Chriſtians. St. Dominick is commended by one of 
the Monks of his Order for a-very charitable good 
Man. The Panegyriſt ſays of him, that preacbing 
againſt the Albigenſes, he took to his aſſiſtance ſome 
devout Perſons, z:alous for the Faith, who with the 
material Sward difſpatch'd thoſe Hereticks, whom 
himſelf gould not cut of with the Sword of the 
Word. Had Mr. AL liv'd in thoſe days, and within 
the reach of the charitable, good St. Dominick, bis 
preſent true juſtifying Faith would not baye ney 
IM 
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him from the material Sword ; ſo that I hope, I may 
have Ms. 41's leave to ſay, that St. Dominich*s Cha- 
rity was not Evangelical: and yet it was as compaſ> 
fionate, and wide as Mr. 21's; for had Mr. 4. now 
the aſliſtance which St. Dominick had then, he would 
make uſe of it now, as St. Deminick did then, St. 
Dominick with his Faith, would be no ſafer in the 
hands of Mr. 24. than Mr. 4. with his, in the hands 
of St. Dominick, They may even go together for 
charitable Men ; and their Father whoſe work they 
do, may wink and chuſ: the beſt. 

Mr. 4. has one good Note, tho he applies it where 
there was no occaſion. P. 15. None but ill Men will 
endeavour to interpret Scripture, ſo as to deſtroy ir. 
Qut of his own Mouth let him be judg'd. Sr, Pax ſays 
that feeding the Poor is nothing worth without Che- 
rity. Mr. A6lpoarn interprets thus, —— feeding the 
Poor is nothing worth without Faich. He might as 
well bave told his Auditory, that feeding the Poor 
was nothing worth without teaſting the Prieſt, St. 
Paxl thought of one, as much as other. Again, 
this mad Interpreter wanted the Wit, or the Ho- 
neſty to find out the ſenſe of his Author, by com- 
paring, as Le Clerc adviles, things that follow, wich 
them that go before. For St. Pau! was ſo far from 
laying, feeding the Poor was nothing worth 
without true Faith, that, in the very next words be- 
fore the Text, be pronounces an extraordinary 
Meaſure of Faith, to be nothing worth without Cha- 
rity. 1 Cor. 13.2. Tho 1 bave all Faith, ſothat I could 
remove Aſount ams, and bave no Charity, I am nothing. 

For the ſake of honeſt unlearned Readers, I wilf 
here tranſcribe the Parapbraſe of Dr. Hammend, one, 
and none of the worſt, of the Church of England. 
Clergies 
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Clergies Oracles. Let Mr. 2f. if ke can, produce 
one Authority, who by Cherry in this place under- 
ſtands rrxe Faith, Dr, Hammond paraphraſes the 
above-cired words thus. [f 1 have the higheſt 
degree of that Faith by which Miracles are wrought, 
ſo as to be able to remove Mountains, and do not 
employ my Gifts ro the good of others, I am not to 
be compar'd with thoſe that have that moſt excellent 
Gift, and uſe it to the benefit of the Charch. If 1 
have the liberalicy to give away all my Goods, and 
the care to diſtribute them, to thoſe that ſtand in 
need ; and do nor this, out of a Principle of Cha- 
rity, and Compaſlion to contribute to the good of 0- 
thers; but either to pleaſe Men, or acquire Glory ; if 
F part with my Life, and have no Charity, Iam in 
compariſon never the better for it. Dr. Hammond, | 
confeſs, in his Paraphraſe on the 24 Verſe, ſeems 
to reſtrain the Exerciſe of Charity to the Church, 
for which no Man bur Mr. 27. will much commend 
him : but he all along diſtinguiſhes Charicy from 
Faith ; and no where in the leaſt favours Mr. fs 
Axiom, That there can be #9 true Charity, without true 
Faith : But, that there may be an extraordinary 
Meaſure of Faith withour Charity, he, rozether with 
the Apoſtle, acknowledges. And that there may be a 
Charity, which will profit the charitable Man very 
much, and be very acceptable to God, where that 
Faith which Mr. 2. calls true, ſound 2nd juſtifying, 
”s — I hope to evince. Conſult 1 Sm. 1 5th 
Chay, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, I remember that 
which Amatek did to Ifſracl, byy — go and ſmite 
Amalek,  ——— 4a#d Saul came to a City of Amalek, 
=—laid wait in the Valley, ——— ſaid to the Kenites, 
Get you down from the Amalckites, left 1 deſtroy or 
Wit 
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pith them z for you ſhowed Kindneſs to the Children of 1f- 
rael, when tbey came out of Egypt. Now let it be ob» 
ſerv'd, theſe Kenites were not of the. ſame religious 
Perſwaſion as the 1/raclites, nevertheleſs becauſe of 
the kindneſs which their Anceſtors did ſhow to the 
Anceſtors of the 1/rael:tes, Saul ſpar'd them. And 
Saw! that is blam'd for ſparing the King of the 
Armalekites, is not blam'd for ſparing the Kenites 
who dwelt among them. I. hope Mr. 234, will 
not ſay, that the charitable Kindneſs of the old 
Kenites, neither did profit them, nor was accept- 
able to God ;, for upon that account through the 
gracious Providence of God, Mercy was ſhown 
unto their Poſterity. As to my diſpute with Mr. 34 
I am not concern'd, whether the Book of Fob, be a 
true, or a parabclical Hiſtory z real Matter of FaQ, 
or an inſtructive Fition : for, if the former; then 
ask, dares Mr. M. pronounce Fob, and bis three 
Friends damn'd, eternally damn'd ? If the latter, 
dares he affirm that ſuch Men as are deſcrib'd under 
the Nawe of Job, &c. ſhall be damn'd, damn'd eter- 
nally ? I trow not, tho he's a bold Sinner, and dares 
ſay and do more than he can prove, and juſtify : 
And yet Jeb, and his three Friends were not of the 
Faith of the Church of 1ſracl Fob's former Name 
was Fobab, his Country fituate between Idumes and 
Arabia, his Wife an Arabian; he was the fifth from 
Abraham, by the Line of Eſas, if we may give cre- 
dit to the Story in the Septuagint, at the end of the 
Book of Job. And we may as well credit the Seventy, 
as any others, who tell us any thing more, than what 
has providentially found room in our Canon. 
Micah6. $8. He bath ſhewed thee, O Man! what is 
good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to de 
1«ſtly,and to love Mercy, and to walk kumbly with thy God ? 
T his 
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This Prophet had a ſhallow Memory, or Mr. Af. has 
an ill Judgment ; if this be the whole Summary which 
God requires of Man, then there*s no ſuch danger of 
his being eternally damn'd, who does not believe all 
the Articles of the nationally eſtabliſh'd Faith. 

One thing juſt now comes into my Mind, which 
may ſuperſede any farther Inſtances from the Old 
Teſtament. 

The choſen People of God did not believethat they 
were choſen to everlaſting Mercies, with the exclu- 
fion of all others, as Men that ſhould be damn'd e- 
ternally; or if they did believe it, they did with 
more ſubtilty than {ſincerity conceal that thetr pro- 
voking belief. If they had profefſs'd to believe o, 
certainly their Neighbours round would not have 
had any dealing with ſoch an uncharitable Race of 
proud People ; but would have taugbrt them better 
Faith, or better Manners. Some learned Men, and of 
the Church of England too, do underſtand by the Faith 
of Abrabam, the becoming Opinion which Abrahar 
had of the Greatneſs, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of 
God : that is, inthe Author to the Hebrews his 
words, he believed that Ged is, and that heis 2 Re. 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him. This was the 
Faith of the Patriarchs before, and after Abraham, 
whereby they pleaſed God; and might not cther 
People have this Faith who were not of the Family, 
or Kindred of Abraham ? What thinks he of Melch;- 

ſedeck ? And did not Abimeleck fear God, tho Abra- 

bam thought otherwiſe ? But the Njaivites believed 

God, repented, and were forgiven, No donbt theſe 

Men differ'd from 4brabam, and Abrabam from them 

in ſome Modes of Worſhip; but why they ſhonld 

be dann'd for differing from Abrabam, more than 

FAbravan ſhould be damn'd for differing from m_ 
uc 


Land 


oe 6d Wt, 4% > 4 Ws 4 7 4 4 


—_— w ww M_SVM WW MO 


C 17 ] 
ſuch Matters 3 Mr. A. may pleaſe to te!l vs in his 
next Sermon at St. Paul's. Bur alas it is not common 
with our Miniſters to let their Congregations know 
the ſtate of the Caſe between the Jews and Heathens, 
or between the Jews 2nd Chriſtians : The former is 
to be learrd from Dr. Spencer ds ritibus Hebrawum, 
which | ſhould be gl:d ro ſee tranſlated ; and the latter 
from Limberch's Amica c:llitio cum erudito Fude), 

In the mc2n time, I dow think any Queſtion har- 
Cer tO be anſwer'd by our Cririck Afilbowyn, than to 
cetcrmine the time when thoſe of the Jewiſh Nation, 
that aCted juſtly, loved Mercy, and walk'd humbly 
with their God, begin to be d2mn'd for not beliey- 
ing the Goſpel. 1 am no Adrocate for Judaiſin, I 
take the Jews to be much in the wrong : but thoſe of 
them thar are juſt, merctfvl, and pious} that they 
ſhould be damn'd ! bleſs us! Mfr. 34 may be as bold 
aS he pleaſes wiih tiem, bur | deſire ro be excusd 
from ſuch 3n uncharicable Cenfure. Itake St. Paul to 
have bzen a good moral Man :t thar very time, in 
which he was a Perſecutor of the Chriſtians, (ſer- 
ting aſide his bigotry for that Religion which was 
now to be no more) bur at that very time in which he 
was a Pcerfecuror of the Chrifians, God thought 
him worth proſclyting at the expence of a Miracle, 
notwithſtanding hi> erroneous Faith ; nay and his 
Faith was ſo. erroneous, that he look'd vpon Chriſt, 
not only as a meer Man, but alſo as a Man not fo good 
as he ſhould bave been : St. Paul was a Perſon of learn- 
ing too, and it might have coſt a knowing Diſciple 
ſome pains to bare convinc'd his Reaſon, had not the 
Miracle by an exiracrdinary Grace taveht him to 
ſvbdmit it. 
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I did not think to have ſought farther Teſtimony 
in the O!d Teſtament bur I write in haſt, and a very 
pertinent Pallage ariling in my Memory, I will not 
bzlk it. Dear. 10. 17, 18, 19. The Lord your God, 55 
God of Gods, and Lordof Lords, Agreat God, amigh- 
ty, ard 4 terribie, which regardeth not Perſons, nor ta- 
keth reward. He dath execute the Judgment of the Fae 
therleſs, ardibe Widep, and loveth the Stranger, in 
giving bim Feed and Kaiment, Love ye therefore the 
Stranger, fr ye were Strangers in the Land of E:ypr. 
{ hope for the honour of the Chriſtian Religion, that 
this Dcarine is not any where in the New Teſtament 
reversd, bur rather conhrm'd, enlarg'd, and more 
ſtrongly enforc's : 1 ſuppoſe alſo it will be granted me 
that the Stranzer mention'd in the Text, embrac'd 
not the ſame Faith with that of the Chucch of 1/rael; 
and yet bere is God's Command for the true Believer 
to Jove him. 1f Mr. 2. ſhall reply, that that Love 
need rot extend to hopes of the Stranger's future 
Happincſs, becauſe *cis impoſlible he ſhould be ſay'd 
hereefter, as not being of the Church of /ſrael: I 
rejoin, kt vr. 3 allow us, bur that there is a duty 
of Love payable in this World to the Stranger, whoſe 
Q21. 12as Cttter ſomething from the na:iorally eſta- 
61:41 Faith, and he ſhall have full and free liberty to 
rrt, 20d flog bis damning Cenſures about, as he 
plcates, with reſpect to the next. For, M:n of Vertue 
(whatever Learning ard Acuteneſstte7 may want) can 
contenteCly truſt thcir Souls with Godg, becaufe God is 
rotto be made, as the Magiſtrate too often has been, 
the Execotioner of the Wrath cf the Presbyter. 

Oxce thing by the way, I would adviſe thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who at any time ſerve the Wrath of the Preſ- 
byter, to have a ſtrict care how at any time they give 
him 
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him canſe of offence ; for if they ſha!l chance at any 
time co ſtarr from the Faith, their former obſequiauſ- 
neſs in plaguing Hereticks,ſhall no more profit them in 
this World, where the Presbyter has power, than the 
Alms of Herericks are ſaid to proft them in the next. 
As 10. 34, 35. Then Peter opened bis Afouth ard 
ſaid, Of atruth I perceive, that God us no reſpeter of 
Per ſons ; but in every Nation, he that feareth him, and 
worketh Righreonſueſs, 5s accepted wito bim. This is St. 
Peter's Doctrine, whoſe Lifallibility is I-fs conteſted 
than the Popes ; I hope Mr. Af. will not conteſt it ar 
all; for, if St. Peter had not the Spirit at this time, ir 
will bz hard to prove that he ever had ir. Sr. Peter 
was not from the very firſt of this perſwaſon. St. 
Perer at the firſt wasof that mind which Mr. 44:6. urn 
profelſes now, he thought that God was a refpettcr 
of Perſons, that God lov'd one Nation ſ- far above 
all the reit.that if any Man of this or that foreign Na- 
tion feared God, and wrovght Righteouſneſs,he could 
nor yet be accepted of him without 2a thorow Chri'- 
tian Faith. Indeed the reaſon .of the thing on the 
contrary ſeems plain, bur St. Peter*s Prejidices were 
not to be remoy'd without a Miracle. 1 make no 
queſtion, but that if a thorow Chriſtian Faith hal 
been abſolutely neceſſary to have recommended a 
Gentile to Gods acceprance, th2 Miracl2 would have 
led Sr. Peter to the percei-ing of that roo, But Peter 
perceiv'd the neceſlity of no more than fearing God, 
and' working Righteouſneſs. Whar little things Mr. 
A. is capable of objeRtinz from the Context, | am 
well aware of,but I purpoſely leave that ſide unguard- 
ed, well knowing in what trap I ſhall carch him, 
There isnor ſo plaina Parable in the New Teſtament 
as that of the S2marxan, and yer Mr. 4. ſhuifles and 
C2 cuts 
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cuts it denies, and grants the obvious meaning of 
it, backward, and forward leveral tunes, Mr. A. 
beglas the Story thus. | 

* ALawycr ask'd oar Saviovr, what he ſhould 
« dorto inherit eternal Lite? Our Saviour a-ks him 
« az2ain, what he reid in the Law? Hz anſwers, 
« Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God wth all thy Heart, 
& and with all thy Sou!, and with all thy Strength, and 
* Tith alithy Mind, ard thy Ne:gbbmer as thy ſelf. 

Mr. 41. deſcants, the $rit was the work of Faith, 
the ſecond of Love. The firſt the work of Faith ! 
that is then, to love Gad molt ardently 1s the ſame 
thing as to believe 11 him. By his Favour, tho no 
Man loves God, bur he that believes in him, yer be- 
lief precedes Love, ard is the Parent of it. A Man's 
love towards the great Being is the efett of his Faith, 
the Effet ard tlie Cauſe are no more the ſme thing 
than Lewdneſs and Infamy : but like the Fox that 
went to School to Icarn to reid, wiztever Letters 
were told him, he could maxe them ſpell nothing bur 
Lamb; ſo Mr. 234. whatever the Text treats of, mult 
nceds make a rre:chment abort true Fzith. But now 
for a wile Obſerration : The fſecord work, (i.e. 7 wer 
ſhalt leve thy Nezebboar as thy felf] is the work of 
Love. Let every Man obicrie jn his turn; thar 
which I obfcrree is, that Mr. 44 s Obſervatien is the 
work cf idle Impertinerce ;- and botn Obſervations 
are evicently true, ard equally obvious. Mr. 4. 
continues his deſcanr. 

© There was noqueſtion [between the Lawyer 
© and our Saviour about the neceſlity of Faith] No ! 
Why then again, what an impertinent Commenta- 
tor is he to make n ſtir about Faith, when by bis 
own Confclion, the Text Cid zot lead kim to it ? of 
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z]1-that have a ſtrong ſtock of Malice, this Blunderer 
has the leaſt contrivance. 

He goes on. © The Queſtion was not about the 
* neceſlity of Love to othrs, but about the object of 
* it, [who is our Neizhbour.] This is no ſooner ſaid 
han torgotten ; immediately he tacks about, and thus 
artfully proceeds to ſhift his Sails. ** A Prieſt and a 
* Levite, whoſe Country, whoſe common Faith, 
© whoſe Offices obliged them to compatlion, paſs?d 
« him [the wounded Man] by ; but a Samatitan no 
« Heretick, but an Apoſtate, ſays Grotzs, one of a 
*© Nation perpetually at fewd with the Jews, ſees, 
*© pities him, relieves him, &c. and this Man, 
* the Lawyer contelles, was the wounded Man's 
© Neighbour. Th#s an was ! and pray Mr. was 
not this Man a Samaritan, and was not the wounded 
Man of another Faith ? The Lawyer confelles ! and 
did got Jeſus Chriſt confeſs ſo too ? 

Bot now Mr. 2. loſes all the force of the Parable 
ina Miſt. * The Inference is, go and do thou like- 
* wiſc,s.e. lay alide all Animoſities whatever, when 
«© thou leeſt a proper objz&t of Mercy. Mr. 41. this 
is not half the Inference. For the ſenſe of our Maſ- 
ter's words, after the foregoing Parable, comes up 
tothis: Bethou charitable and kind toa Man in dil- 
treſs, tho he be not of the ſame Church and Faith 
with thee. The Samaritan us'd the Jew kindly, tho 
the Jew bated him and his Faith. Go, and do thou 
likewiſe then, ſignifies: Duke Milboxrrn { thou that 
hateſt Mr. 7. Fs Hereſy [to ſuppoſe him a HeretickJ 
yet uſe the Man kindly, do not revile him, nor belie 
him ; for if that bethy practice, be thy Faith whar ir 
will, thy Manners are wicked and uncbriſtian. The 
Samaritan in the Text us'd a Man of another Faith 
COM 


compaſtionately and mercifully : the Mzn of Ferufa- 
lem us'd the Samaritans, meerly becauſe of the ditier- 
ence between them in Mitrers of Fairch, barbarouſly 
and cruelly. Juſt ſo Mr. F:rmin us d all Clerey-men 
of good Morals reſpeCtfally, and ferv*d *em tucceſ- 
fally upon all occaſions : Bur ſome Clergy-m-n revil'd 
him living, and ſom? flander him dead ; all razr can 
be ſaid of them is, Thac they take great cre to be- 
lieve as the Church believes, bur will not give them- 
ſelves the trouble to do as the Samariran did. 

Now for 2 bold ſtroke. ** This fertiag the Sama- 
« ritan before the Lawyer. for an Example, in a Pa- 
& rable, no more proves, that a Man of a falſe, or 
© no Faith, may bz ſav'd by his works of Mercy, than 
« that the Ox, or Aſs, in the Prophet, or the Ant 
& inthe Wiſe-man, might be ſav'd, becauſe the Slug- 
& gard and Rebel agaialt God, are ſent to learn In- 
« duſtry, and Obedience from them. Mr. M. may 
do what he pleaſes with the Ox, the Aſs, and the 
Ant 3 but I cannot ſee how he can deny this Parable 
to denote, that a good Man may be ſav'd, becauſe of 
his works of Mercy, tho his Faith be erroneous, 
without giving his Saviour the lie, 5s. e. if to inherit 
eternal Life, and to be ſav*d be the ſame thing ; for, 
Jet it be obſerv'd, the Lawyer, whom our Saviour 
was inſtrutting, deſir'd to know what he ſhould do to 
inherir eternal Life, and che Sum of our Saviour's di- 
rection is this, That he ſhould do as the Samaritan 
did, 5s..e. be very charitable to a Man in diſtreſs, ay 
tho he were of another Party or Religion. This is 
th? true ſenſe of the Parable, and even Mr. Af. him- 
ſelf after all his ſhuffling, and cutting, diſſembling, 
denying, and deriding it to his perpetual ſhame, con- 
felles as much; for thus he concludes his RefkRions on 
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the place, The Inference from the Parable is clear ; 
if a piofeſt Enemy could be ſo kind to his Enemy, 
what ſhould a Child of God do who is no Man's Ene- 
my ? 1 conclude my Vindication of the Text with a 
parallel Queition, It a Child of God is no Man's Ene- 
my, then 1s not he a Child of the Devil, who is the 
Enemy of every Man whoſe Faith is not the ſame as 
his own ? 

I have argued againſt Mr. 2's Axiom expreſs'd, 
by Teſtimonies produc'd from both Teſtaments I 
will now conlider the realon of the thing. The 
bleſſed Axiom is this: There's no ſuch Love, or 
Charity, as the Text requires, but where there's 
ſound Faith ; yet he no where tells us, what are the 
necellary particulars of ſound Faith : indeed it is 
moſt likely, that he means his own religious Noti- 
ons, as one would gueſs from ſeveral ſtrokes in the 
Sermon ; but to do him all the honour I can, I will 
for a while ſuppcſe, he means the 39 Articles of our 
Church, and then the full import of the blefled Axi- 
om is, There's no ſuch Charity as the Text requires, 
but where a Man believes all the 39 Articles of the 
Church of England. By conſcquence then, there is no 
true Chriſtian Love or Charity among the diſſenting 
Congregations, for they deny 3 or 4 at leaſt of the 
39; and then there is no hope of their Salvation, no, 
no hope, tho they be honeſt Men, and liberal Almſ- 

ivers;z no help for *em, let their Bounty be never 
FA extenſive, but for want of the true Charity, which 
cannot ſubſiſt where ſound Faith is wanting, they 
muſt all be daman'd, eternally damn'd at the laſt. 
P. 5. Methbinks this is hard tho, extream hard, e- 
ſpecially conſidering how helpful the Diſſeaters have 
been, ever ſiace the Unitarians took offence at ſome 
ſuſpicious Catholick Phraſes z but our Church having 
no 
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no Enemies (God be thanked) from that Corner 
now, Mr. AM. judges it neceſſary for the Difſenters to 
prove their Fairh to be the ſame as the Faith of the 
Church of England, which the Unitarians were fain 
to do before. The Unitarians might have been 
burn'd. if they had not prov'd their agreement with 
the Church ; and Mr. M. fays, the Dilſſenters ſhall be 
damn'd, if they do not prove theirs. Let them not 
flatter themſelves, if there be no farther uſe of them 
to ſuppreſs a growing Sect, Mr. 44 will not ſpare a 
Man of 'em, no, he'll be damn'd himſelf firſt. Bur 
then, if they will conform their Faith to the Rule c- 
ſtabliſh'd, they may give new Force to their Alms ; 
and methinks 'twere a very eaſy matter for them to 
do it, nay 'tis a Matter of ſome difficulty for them 
notto do it; for, if they leave the leaſt flaw in their 
Faith, they muſt ſtrain at a Gnat, and ſwallow a 
Camel. But theſe Dillenters are a parcel of weak 
Fellows, they cannot read the Moral of the Car and 
the Monky, Pug got the Cheſsnut, but Puſs's Foot 
paid for'r;. they are not worth talking of. That 
which diſturbs me moſt is, leſt Mr. 47. ſhould play 
the Devil in the very Bowels of the Church; for it 
the Realiſts are ſound in the Faith, then the Nomi- 
naliſts are tainted ; but the Realiſts are tainted, if the 


Nominaliſts be found : One Party (Mr. 4. knows] 


which) wants true Faith, and that which wants true 
Faith, wants true Charity, and that which wants true 
Charity, muſt bedamn'd. For my part I wiſh Mr. 27. 
would declare which Side is in the right ; or if he has 
more of the canning of a Roman Pontitt (who never 
Interpoſes between two Litigants) than of a diſcern- 
Ing Spirit to decide the cauſe, then 1 wiſh, that they 
would throw dice, or draw cuts which ſide ſhould go 
over to the other. 1 do not ſpeak this in rallery, _— 


orner 
ters to 
df the 
e fain 

been 
t with 
hall be 


M nor 
them 
pare a 
Bur 
\ule c- 
\lms ; 
em to 
" them 
| their 
llow a 
weak 
t and 
Foot 
That 
| play 
for if 
Nom1- 
if the 
NOWS 
; true 
$ true 
r. AZ. 
e has 
never 
cern- 
they 
Id go 
7, for 


[ 25 ] 
I am of the mind, that there would be much leſs 
danger of miſling the heavenly Jeruſalem, if there 
were none of this unchriſtian falling out by the way. 
The Lawyers have a Saying, Better a Miſchief thars 
an Inconvenience. By which, if I underitand them, 
they mean, better a ſingle miſchievous Injuſtice be 
ſuffer'd than a general lalting Inconvenience be intro- 
dacd. This prompts me to ask Mr. 4, whether it 
were not better to let care of the Poor paſs for a Ver- 
tue, and Almſgiving be thought to avail a Mau, tho 
his Faith ſhould chance to be erroneous, than openly 
todiſlwade all thoſe, whoſe Faith we condemn, from 
all Almſziving, and Care of the Poor ? ?Tis common 
among Souldiers, when they are going upon action, 
to Cry out for their pay, they have a fooliſh Proverb, 
"tis good dying with Money in one's Pocket , what if 
heretical Almſgivers convinc'd by Mr. 47's Sermon, 
ſhould take the whim, ard reſolve, tincc they muſt 
be damn'd for their falſe Faith, ro be damn'd with 
their Money in their Pockets too : would it not be 
too great a burthen for the Yeriidians to bave the 
care of the Poor lie wholly on their own Shoulders ? 
And now l think ory it, were it not diſcreeter to aC- 
cept the Bounty of unſound Believers, and never let 
them know, that their good Nature will ſtand them 


. in no ſtead at the Day of Judgment ? For, look you, 


Mr. 2M. if want of true Faith will damn them, they 
will be damn'd as much as your Zeal can deſire, tho 
you never threaten 'em with it. But then you will 
not have your revenge. That's right ; and what true 


Orthodox Believer can be ſatisfied, that his Ene- 
mies ſhall be damn'd at the laſt? None but De- 
vils have the pleaſure of tormenting the Damn'd 
the Sound-Faith Men are cheated, it they do not 
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ſtrip and whip, and ſwinge 'em, and ſinge 'em before 
hand. 

| have yet a ſmall ſcruple againſt the grand Axiom: 
if Mr. Af. you convince the People, that there is no 
true Charity without true Faith, they will be apt 
to ſuſpect, that there can be no true moral Honeſty, 
no true Sobriety, no true Chaſtity without true 
Faith ; and then perhaps they will not only be cloſe- 
fiſted, but cheat, and drink, and be lewd with ſcan- 
dalons Impudence. But, I confeſs, this is but a 
weak ſcruple, for yon are well allur'd, that there is 
not halt that danger to the Church, from Cheating, 
Drunkenneſs, and Wheoring, as from Errour, ard 
NMiſperſwaſion ; your advice therefore to your choice 
Friends, | know, will be this, Crede firmiter, & 
perca fortiter, believe ftourtly, and fin boidly ; or ac- 
cording to another Verlion, which anſwers not ſo 
cloſely to the words, but preſerves the Senſe intire, 
Believe muat you are bid, and play the Rogue as you 

leaſe. 

: The cloſe of my Refetions on our Prezcher?s 
Axiom muſt be a melancholy one; for if there be no 
true Charity withovt true Faith, and no true Faith, 
except our 39 Articles 3 then whoſcever might be 
ſav'd out of every Nation, for the Works of Righ- 
reouſneſs and Fear of God, in the days of yore, be- 
fore the 39 Articles were fram'd, there's none can be 
ſav'd now but a Subject of King H/ifiam's. God a” 
—_ Lice, I:t all the World ſick, fo thy Ark be 
ſafe. 

But ſure, Sir, you might I:t all your Country-men 
be ſav'd, notwithſtanding the falſe Faith of ſome z 
for they will all make but a little Flock, in reſpect of 
thei nnumerable Myriads, whom you have given to 
the 
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the Devil. But let the flock be never ſo little, there's 
none, you lay, can be ſav d without believing the 39 
Articles. In truth 1d1d not think thote Articles covid 
have been lo deitructive z, 1 hope they are not fo per 
ſe, bur per accidens, 5.6, Wei they fall into the 
hands of an Eccleliaſtical Orlando Furieſo, 

With your leave, Sir, 1 thall now beſtow a word 
vpon your Axiom imply'd, v2. There's no true 


Faith, bur that which agrees with all your religious 


Perſwaſions. You are not unreaſonably charg d 
with this Axiom, becauſe no Man can conclude that 
there 13 no Salvation to bc had without true Faith, 
but he that has concluded bcfore that his own Faith 
is the only true Faith, and all other Faiths are Coun» 
terfeits: but why nu you ſhould not publiſh the 
Particulars of your truc Faith, is to me the itrangeſt 
thing 1n the World. Perhaps you will {ay they are 
contain'd 1u the Articles of our Church ; but that 
will not ſerve your turn, for even the Uritarians have 
undeniably demonſtrated their agreement with the 
Church, and are 1n as fair 3 way to be ſav'd, as any 
Defender of Myſteries whatſoever, that is, unlefs 
you have this other Axiom in Pects, that there can be 
no tru? Faith without unſcripiural Terms; and [ 
queſtion whether the Unicarians would be damn'd 
then, orno, for they have good Stomachs, and can 
digelt unſcriptural Terms. tho their Palats are nice, 
and do nct reliſh them, Come! there can be but one 
reaſon, why you do not publiſh the Particulars of your 
true, ſound, juſtifying Faith : You mult fancy that 
Salvation, like your dear delight the Bottle, will be 
the leſs, if too many partake, and therefore you'l 
do what you can to keep Men from coming to the 
kgowledg of truth by ſtudy and free Examinations : 
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I wiſh in the Event it does not. appear, that you not 
only take pains to keep others from the knowledg of 
the truth, bur alſo hate it your felt, becauſe it would 
reprove your evil Deeds. But whether you pilve us 
the particul-rs of your Faith or no, if your Axiom 
expreſs 'd be true, that there are no available good 
Works without true kaith, we had need have our 
39 Articles expounded nicely, and reftrain'd to ſome 
one ſenſe; for even by the Sons of the Church, they 


are ſo tumbled and roit, wieſted and vecxt, that no 


body on the Earth, [except perhaps honeſt Luke] 
can tell whether the crue Faith hes open in the literal, 
or lurks cloſe in ſome anagogical myttical ſenſe of the 
Words, or whether it be to be ſpelt out in reacting 
the Articles backward, which is the way of the Ar- 
minians in their interpretation of ſeveral. 

It has been the old Wiſdom of Counci's, when 
Doctors of various Perſwaſions h:d agreed ro anathe- 
matize ſome one we:ker Party, to draw up Syſtems 
of Faith with words of ſuch a candid Latitude, as 
might be thought to comprehend the ditterent Senti- 
ments of all the ſitting Members; they were not more 
zealous to run down their devored Enemy, than cau- 
tious not to anathematize one another. Mr. A. 
would do well to conſider this, and at Icaſt to let the 
Articles of cur Church be underſtood in their utmoſt 
Latitude; nay, if he is noteaten up with Zeal, he 
will graciouſly allow a poſlibility of S:Ivation to all 
ſober, juſt, and charitable Men. tho they be Presby- 
terians, Independents, Anabaprtiſts or Quakers, (er- 
roneous Secis all of them, differing much from Yeri- 
fidian Milbeurn) unleſs be cen as eaſily ſuppreſs them 
as damn them. 


As 
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AsI promi:'d, according to the ſmall Ability I have, 
and the ſhort time 1 can ſpare, I mean now to add a 
few words in vindication of the Honour of Mr. Tho- 
mas Firmin, aginſt the Defamations of Mr. fs 
{currilous Sermon. Indeed Mr. Firanin is not nam'd, 
but by very many well-known References liznally 
pointed ar, fallly belied, unchriſtianly, baſely and 
impudently derided. 

Indeed 1 do not ſuſpe@t that Mr. 3s bold Inven- 
tions will gain any credit among, Men of Vertue ; for, 
| find the Sermon highly diflik'd even amons eminent 
Clergy-men, who never lik'd Mr. Firm's Norions 
and I am intorm'd of two learned 3nd good Biſhops, 
Writers in the late Controverſy. who lince Mr. Fir- 
min*s Death have publickly own*d Mr. Firmin to have 
been a juſt, and honelt, truly charicable and uſcful 
Citizen : [ Mr. 41. had beſt damn them for it.] Bur 
ſill in a few words 1 thall diſcharge my promiſe, if 
it be but that the Calumniator may not triumph in 
his Malignity. 

One thing I crave leave to premiſe. I am hear- 
tily ſorry, now that the Clergy are writing down the 
Players, for the Reformation of the Age (which calls 
as loud for their pains, as does venrerible affronted 
Myſtery) that Sermons ſhou'd be publiſh'd with all 
the Vice of old Comedy about them, openly pointing 
at, and impudently detaming the Perſons even of the 
beſt of Men. For our modern Plays are free at leaſt 
from this audacious Extravaganc?. And what do 
ſuch Preachers do but tempt the Dramatick Writers 
to rake through all the vnwary Compoſitions that 
have of late Years paſs'd from the Pulpit to the Preſs, 
where I am conſcious they muſt meet too much mat- 
ter for Recrimination, on all the Topicks mentioi' ? 

"Uh 


C 30 ] 
but for abuſing the Memory of the vertvous dead, 
Mr. Af's Sermon is a Non patiel, they ved iook no 
farther. This I do not take rotice of. to rhrow Cones 
teinpt on the holy Order of Clkrgy-me:i ; there are 
many excelie:t ulctul Preachers among thun, may a!l 
ſuch be ever honour'd, ard there may two be tome 
few honelt, and innocent Pocrs, fit to be inlet ; 
certainly they are ſo, that are Clergy-men 1i4owile. 
their Sermons will ſanQify thcic Plavs: but ler the 
Dramatick Gentlemen 2ll be condema'd, with ail 
my heart; buc then 'tis buc equal that tliis vac Prea- 
cher at lealt, this Nir. bs: lilenc?d, tor he's the very 
Parfey of the Pulpit. ; 

I return from this Digreilion. When I came to 
Page the third of the Sermon, ard perceiv'd thi My, 
Af. was going to paraphraſe Sr, Pau?”s Deicriprion of 
Charity, | was perfetly amaz'd : for by what went 
before, I was latisRed that Nr. 34. meart not + Panc- 
gyrick on Mr. &;7min;, and how thoſe worus could 
beip him, in an IrveCtive, I was to ſeek. But what 
cannot a Man of Art do? He makes them. ſerve his 
turn as eaſily as the Phyſician. and Gentleman Uſher 
depos'd the two Kings of Brentford: For, flouiihing 
on the various Exerciſes of good Will, and Bent 
cence, where!n Charity ſhines, at the foot of the ac- 
count, he ſuggeſts that Mr. Firmin, hd not one 
good Property to commend his Almigivinz, but all 
the bad, that could be to depreciate it. \[:ch:are! s 
Villata will always calumniate boldly, but he is not 
conſummate in his infamous Art, if he cannot deviſe 
fome colour of Probabilicy, to give his Calumaies 2 
gloſs ; for, copions Malice is laviſh'd in vain, when 
the Lie is notoriouſly manifeſt. I'll go over Mr. 2s 
charge againſt Mr, Firmin, as it lies vader 5 Heads. 
1, He 
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1. Hegrants, that Mr. F. gave Alms in abundance; 
but was waſpiſh, malicious, revengeful, and barba- 
rOUus. 

[:{tzad of other Arguments, I will content my 
ſelf rt reply, That if this Charge be true, then 
Mr. #, was the firlt waſpith, malicious, reveug, ful, 
barba:ous Man that e.cr gave Alms in abundaace : 
juit ſo 1 take Mr. 4/. to be the firſt, attable, ſweet- 
natur'd, patien',obliging Perſon, that was ever fort 
to leave his Cure, for Lampooning his Pariſhioners. 

2. He :fhrms what Mr. F,a Man of Aims, grudg'd 
every thing that ſlipt his own Bands; and in care of 
the poor fooliſhly {trove to ingroſs the ſole Manage- 
ment, and the intire Reputation. 

Mr. 41. is an Original all over. Was there ever 
ſuch an Article as this in a fearful Inditment before, 
to ir. groſs the whole care of the Poor ! blels us ! what 
a ſtrar.ge Man was this Mr, Firmin ? 

In the next Sermon, 1 ſuppoſe we ſhall hear what 
worthy Perſons thoſe were,. who would have ſhar'd 
the place of A4/morer-General to the Poor, but that 
Mr. Firmin wrong'd, ard prevented them, and in- 
groſs'd it all to himſelf. As for the folly of ſpending 
his continual thou. bts, the greateſt part of his time, 
ard large Portions of his own Money upon the Poor ; 
methinks the Chzratter of a Prieſt ſhould have re- 
ſtrained Mr. 47. from making it a matter of Re- 
proach. And as for ingrolling the intire Reputation 
of managing the Poor, ?s a lilly envious Flirt 3 for, 
Reputaticn will tollow Vertue, be they that are 
vain. and proud, ard devoid of Vertue, never ſo 
uneaſy : and fo will Infamy follow Vice ; not that 
Mr. M, engrotles Vice, bur he has as large a ſhare, as 
perhaps any one of his Order. 

3. He 


[ 32 ] 


3. He ſays that Mr. F. was careful for the Poor; 


but he was defetive in the Grace of Hamility;' he 
Joy'd to be taken notice of. | FLO 

Now I cawt imagin how it was pollible for Mr. 
Firmin to prelid- uſefully and honeſtly over To farpta 
Pro ince as he did, without being tiken notice of 
and rhen, why he ſhould nor be pleas'd that hisVer- 
tue was obſerv'd and reſpeted, let the Preather 
tell us: But the bappy EffeQts of his Care and CdR, 
wa* that which gave him Joy, and ſupported -him to 
go thorow all his conſtant Labours. On this head 
Mr. Af. is out of Gunſhot, he never did, nor t$ever 
like to ſtun every Company, with the noiſe of his 
good Words; whereas Mr. F. was full *of* good 
Deeds, (even by Mr. Ff's confeſſion) and ſo merafpl 
and kind in ſecret, that we know much more'of 
them now be is dead, than was ever known in his 
Life-rime. | | 

4- Mr. 2. declares, that Mr. Firmn was very 
kind to the Poor, but rude and ill manner'd ;- he 
ftudy'd his own humour only, was mad for Trifle, 
and jzalous of every body without a contradiction. 

Here*s a heap of looſe Words, which ng Reader 
can tell what to make of. In his common Conver- 
ſation Mr. Firzin was ſo far from rudeneſs, that the 
Mouth of a great Conventicle makes him guilry of 
too much Courteſy and Complaiſance. Upon this 
Head therefore | l:ave Mr. 7. and that Speaker to 
Terk ir out. But Mr. F. was mad for Trifles, 
s.e., his own Socinian Notions. —— Who world 
have expected this from Mr. 34? Bur if the points 
lately cantroverted are but Trifles, what a mad un- 
chriſtian Fellow is the Preacher, to damn his Bro- 
ther for them? By the way l take notice, | 

rt 
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Orthodox can make bold with their own Myſteries ; 
but if any body elſe had intimated, as Mr. 24. here 
does, that the Myſtery of the Trinity was but a Tri- 
fle, he might bave been in danger of the AR againſt 
Blaſphemy. 

5- Mr. A. notes that a ſincere Chriſtian takes no 
pleaſure to ſee Innocence condemn'd, and Merit un- 
rewarded, &c. but Mr. F. was, tho a large Almſ- 
giver, yet defe4i.e in theſe reſpetts. 

Here the Preacher is dull, and his Malice runs low ; 
when he ſpeaks plainer, he ſhall hear further. But 
hold! who knows but the modeſt Man may mean, 
by Merit Unrewarded, he Paraphraſt of Thomas 4 
Kempis, who met vo extraordinary good Uſage in the 
World, and that made him melancholy ; ard his Me- 
lancholy begat a piece of Poerry : for which, 1 will 
riot ſay what ſhall become of him ar the left, but I am 
ſure, he is damn'd already all the Town over; and 
indeed ſo wretched is his Verſe, let his Faith be ne- 
yer ſo true, it is impoſlible it ſhould ſave him. 

6. Tobring vp the Rear, here is a home Charge, 
—— Mr. F. was a Man very forward to relieve the 
Poor, but an open Calumniator, credulous of every 
ſpiteful Refletion ; he doubted of his Brother's Re- 
formation, nay he was a meer Eceboliws in his Reli- 
gion, when be was in danger of being calPd to Mar- 
tyrdom. Upon all which accounts he muſt be damn'd, 
eternally damn'd at the laſt. 

An open Calumniator!! but whom did he ever ca- 
lomniate? not Mr. 4. *twould be a hard matter 
for any Man to do It. Where was he openly beard 
to calumniate ? Perhaps he was an open Calumniator 
in private. It is likely he though: Calumnies againſt 
Mr. 24. and when all m_ to all, that's the _ 
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of the matter. For the Man confirms his Charge 
thus, ——an open Calymr ator, credulons of every 
ſpitefu! ReficRion, 7. e. 1 fappoſe, if common Fame 

preae an infamous Story of a fcandalons Black-Coat 
come from Yamexh, he would ſuſpet it was true. 
Nay, what is worſe than all this, he would doube 
of his Brotber*s Reformation”: bur if he did, (which 
Is more than IT know) I'll excufe him upon Charch. 
Principles ; for, our Doors teach, that Repentance 
is not iincere without Confeſſion ; Confellion not only 
to Gad and the Prieſt, bur alio ro the Parties mach 
ivjur'd; Confeilon to the injur d! that's raking 
ſhame to himſelf, there's roo much of Ecebelixs in it. 
He lies proſtrate in the Church Porch, and bid the 
People trample on him! 'Tis true,the Metaphor of un- 
ſavoury Salt wil agree toone as much as the other, 
but he can change kdes as often as Ecebolins, and ne. 
ver repeat far the matter. But how odd is this Ece- 
belian Charge 2geialt Mr. F, from a Citergyman, and 
at this eine of day roo, when too many of the Order 
have ſo lately plaid fat and looſe with their Jure Di- 
was, and Pailve Ob:cicnce DoAtrines ? If one ſhauld 
ask, what's become of the Grammartical lireral Senſe 
of the 29 Articles? There's little or nothing to be 
heard of it, hiza or low. The Homilies are half 
of *em out of date too. God preſerve the Common- 
Prayer 12tire. 

Bug | will not cecline replying to the charge 2- 
gaialt Ar. F. He 7:35 a ffieer Ecebolias in his Religi- 
on hen he was in danger of being call'd to Mar- 
tyrdom. 

I will not diſpute whether Mr. F. was in danger of 
being cali'd to Martyrdom a little before he died + 
Mr. Af. xzows that beſt. But if it be true; to the 
praiſe 


ECEPopnbtnctwsy 


M—— _ 


5 Vn EE TEND 


«a oe ws as 


a << © 


I The nA 


< 0 


h 
'S 
'n 
te 
n- 


the 


C35 1 
praiſe of the Church of England let it be recorded. 
Whether in that danger, he chang'd his Religion, 
the Reader may judg, if he trouble himſelf to com- 
ethe Agreement of the Vnitariens, &c. with the 
reſt of their Engliſh Tracts, colleQed in 3 Vol 
- But that which 1 would chiefly beg the Reader to 
obſerve, is the wonderful Charity of Mr. 24. He 
charges Mr. Firmw to have recanted his Hereſy, buc 
nevertheleſs will have him be dama'd for it. What ! 
tho he recanted ? this looks barbaroully indeed : buc 
here's the Myltery of the Buſineſs; Mr. F. muſt be 
damn'd notwithſtanding he recanted his Hereſy, be- 
cauſe he would not perſiſt in it, that be might bave 
Þeea call'd to Martyrdom. An ungracious old Fellow 
xwas, To repent without Mr. 22> ]1:ave, and ſo bilk 
the Chorch of an Example azainft licentious Dog- 
matizing. Mr. 2. ſhall bear mure of Ecebolius, and 
.his true Counter Part, when | rejoin to the Reply 
which 1 expect. 

Agaipit Mr. Ls Sentence, who paraparaing on 
St. Pau!*s Deſcription of Charicy, will not allow 
Mr. T, F. to have had one good Property to commend 
his Almſgiving; I might cppoſe great gumbers of 
the moſt weighty and credible Teſtimonies ; bur 


that were tiring my Readers with unnecellary labour 


in a Caſe plain, and generally acknowledg'd : This 
notwithſtanding, one ſingle Teſtimony with remark- 
able Circumſtances caſually coming to my notice, I 
ſhall make bold to publiſh it. Some time laſt Ofober 
one Mr. Pepys a moſt ingenious Geatleman, wrote 2 
Letter tothe then Lord Mayor, complaining of Miſ-. 
management in Chriſt-Church Hoſpital, which his 
Lordſhip did not do his part to redreſs, and therefore 


Mr, Pepe lent every Irs a printed Copy of his 
2 
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Letter, but did not make it any farther publick. The 


latter part of that Letter is as as follows. 


& Laſtly, let it be no offence to your Lordſhip, 
* that lend with an obſeryation, impoſlible for me 
&* tooyer-look; namely rhart whik lam here lament- 
* ing the misfortune of our Poor, from the ſuppreſ- 
« ſion of this Report of m.ne, calculated for their 
* Relicf; I find to much of ic (and ſo much only) 
& as ſeem'd to me the propereſt IntroduQion Ts It; 
« in adyancement of Charity, rransfer'd 5 rerminu to 
© the head of a Sermon, and made the Text of ir, 


« preach'd before your Lordſhip, and publiſh'd by. © 


«* zour Command »n expreſs diminution thereof > 'And 
© not that only, bnt to the doing violence to the Me 
* mory of one, (ſcarce yet cold in his Grave) whoſe 
good Works have bcen too many, ard too conſpi- 
Cuous, not to h:ve co er'd Errors of a much greater 
«* Magnitude, (for no Man rhovght him infallible) 
6 than any I hear bim charg'd wi:h, efpecially"in a 
point of Faith. Wherein it is hard ro ſay, "which 
<« rais'd the greater Duſt, and moſt ro the offence of 


trine of our Church toward the wrong, or that of 
* our own DotQtors from ong another in their Deter- 
* minations touching the right. * nth 

* Sofaronly, 1 ſhall adventure to interpeſe in the 
** particular DoQrine advanc'd in this Sermon, -by 
* your Lordſhip's Chaplain, whom 1 rake to be the 
& firſt, that ever raisd it from that Text; as with 
* all deference to recommend it back to your Lord- 
* ſhip, with this only Improvement for the rendring 
« it more appoſite and edifying in the preſenr Caſe, 
© v8, That the neglet of the Poor: is as Ee" 
12 y [» 
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i Evidence of a true Faith in any-body elſe, as the 
* care of them isa juſtification of a miſtaken one in 
* Mr. Firmin. | am moſt reſpectfully, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips moſt Obedient Servant, 


S. Pepys. 
If Mr. Pepys thinks I have done him an injury in 
this Publication, 1 am ready to beg his Pardon. But 
I am a ſtranger to bim, and have not the ſtory from 
him; nor any Friend of his, that 1 know of, ard the 
ſame is matrer of Truth not to his diſhonour, and he 
coult not reaſonably expect it ſhould not be made 
common, when as himſelf printed Copies of ir, tho 
only for the Aldermen. 


Some Enthuſiaſtick Preachers, amons the Diſſent- 
ing Congregations, have formerly been obſerv?d to 
have been dextrous in handling that Text, —M#ork 
ou” your Salvation with fear and trembling: And to 
bave made more of it than any other ot the Bible. 
For they were wont toaccommodate ſigns of Salvation 
to their own temporal Profic; where they were treat- 


ed moſt beneficially, there they were moſt liberal of 
their ſigns of Salvation ; among which, the Love 
that was ſhown to the Preacher, was always one, and 
went -2 great way. Much afcer this rate Mr. A. 
bandles his Text; he in purſuit of his Revenge, as 
they-in queſt of their Prof ; they promis'd Heaven 
totheir BenefaCtors, he threatens all chat believe not 
as he does, with Hell. They were ſomerimes tedious 
with their gumerous ſigns of Salyation ; but be _ 
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diſpatches all Almſgirers .of erroneous Faith, with 
three ſigns of Damnation; and he might h we ſpar'd 
them too. for his grand Axiom did the buſinefs b. tore. 
« — He that wants true Faith wants true Charity, and 
<& he that wants true Charity mutt be damn*d. But 
come tet us call over Mr. fs Corollary Sigagof + ;am- 
nation. 1. A Man gives all his Goods to fupport the 
Poor without this Charity (the Charity in the Texr; 
ſaving Charity) wen he does ſo, without any ſound 
Principks plaialy and necef[arily moving bimro fuch 
Liderality. 
T iis malicious Sign deſerves nothing but tobe ri- 
dicul'd ; but becauſe he meant it for Argamemne. 1 will 
anſwer ir with all the ſeriouſgeſs | can. There'- no 
donbt, but by Principles neceilarily moving Men t9 
Liberality, Mr. Af. means the - Principles of ſound 
Faith ; 2mong which, little reckoning 1s made of Be- 
lief in God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; Thar God is a 
Rewarder, and that he will 2ive toevery Man accord- 
ing to his Works: be will account no Faith found 
bur that which admits the 39 Articles, eſpecially what J * 
is there and in the Athanahan Creed deliver?d- con- 
cerning the Trinity. Now I wovld fain know, how 
the belicf of rhoſe Myſteries. does pizinly and neceils- 
rily move Men to Liberality : I know one Man that 
believes them all (if we may take his own word for it) 
and has wrote ſtrenuouſly in their Defence, -yet ſo far} 
was he from Liberality, that when the Widow of 2 
Perſon that had obliz'd him, beg'd a reaſonable A- 
batement of him, upon the denial of which the ſaid, 
then ſbc, and ber Children mnt farve, be replied, 4 
tbey do flearve, what is that to me? The ſtory ts told by 
Dr. S—t#b, and ftands nncontradifted, as far as I}: 
Cal learn. The beſt and wiſelt of our Preachers, _ 
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they exhort their Hearers ro Almfſpgiving, are wont ty 
mit? :ticRionateiy vpon theſe Apoitolical Arguments, 
Wh»/c wah thu | wids Good, and feeth bis Brother have 
need, an jhuneth up bus Bowels of Compeſſion from bym ;; 
bow awedcth tbe Leve of God in bem? —If God ſo loved 
ns, we owrhr aiſo ts love one anetber., Butif Mr. M's 
Counſel were co be follow'd, they ſhouid take pains 
to wake wut the cred'bility of the Athanaſtan Creed, 
for that b-ing belicy's, wou'd, ic feems, plainly and 
necellarily move Men to Liderabry ; the cogency of 
the Argument is fo evident, that there's no with- 
ſtanding tt. For example, Becavfe the Father is Eter-= 
Ral, the Son Erernel, and th. Holy Ghoſt Eternal, and 
yet not three Eternals but one Eternal, therefore they 
that are Rich ought co relieve the wants of the Poor 3 
Becanle the Fath.r is Almighty, the Son Almighty, 
and the Holy Gholit Almighcy, and yer not three Al- 
mighties but one Almighty, therefore they that are 
Rich ougbc to bvi'd Hoſpitals ; Becauſe the Father 
is God; and the Son God, and the Holy Ghoſt God, 
and yet not three Gods bur one God therefore they 
that are Rich onvht to contribnte to finiſh and adorn 
the Cathedral of St. Pax!'s. I ſhall always wiſh a bet- 
ter-Argume:it in bcha!f of the Poor, but if £L. AL 
like this above all others, I am content that he uſe 
it for himſelf, and St. Paul's ſacred Strufture. 

The Argument which the Poor commonly beg 
with, is, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and a good Argu- 


FI ment it is, and many an Alms it gets them : But if 


they wouid never be denied, let 'em beg with Mr. 
APs Obteſtation, for the ſake of the Holy Trimty. And 
now-| think on*c, this would be an admirable Teft 
y {to 'difcorer Hereticks for, when the Beggar begs 
an Half-penny for the ſake of the Trinity, _ 
an 
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Man be ſupplicates believes the.Myftery; it will ne | 4 
 cellarily .more; him-to give the Half-penny : And'if 
he does not give:the Half-peonny being aske in that 
Name, it is plain be does not belicre the Myſtery, 
and may. juſtly be lookt on as a Heretick convidts F*R 
the worlt on't in this caſe is, it would: not .lie6 2 
honourable ro make uſe of ſuch a Company of ; 
Informers, 10 W 

But now that a perverſe Wit may make no male | © 
cious [oference from my Diſcaurſe, 1 ſolemply: de- IR 
clare, that | mean no unbecoming Refleftion onthe 4 
Holy Trinity ; for no juſt conſequence can be deawn [RY 
againſt the truth of that grand Myſtery, from-the [2 
unfitneſs of it to be us'd in an exbortation to Alm [2% 
giving, no more than againſt the truth of Mr. I) 
Af--x"$ having been rightly ordain'd Preabyter,. from | 
the vilereſs of his Maniners, from the unſutablenefs [Þ'** 
of them to his Character. -.. 413)vy ME? 

Here is 2 proper place to take notice of the copy ["l< 
plaint againſt the loſcriptionin Clhrift-Church nod _ 


to the Memory of Mr. Firmin; the words, whi 


have ba my buck. 0 give —_— fe, [- L 
vie ſbewe s Fat s Wi I 
net reaſonably be reproach'd for that, which broughe Grid Ne 
ſuch plenty of good Fruits, It is objeted that thisis an [| 
open, and impudent Juſtification of -the Socinian No- J9F 
tions of Mr. Firms; but this is a great miſtake, far, to I* 


ſuppoſe that Mr. F*r2n had not the ſame Nokioi 
the Trinity, as, Dr. Soutb, and the majority of. 


Lad 
* 


b 
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:£ | Charity. He that underſtands all the windiogs and 
wunings of this difficult Article, as perfe&tly well as 
$h -—, may happen nevertheleſs to be an un- 
i Man ; while he that knows not what to 
mkeof it, may through the Grace of God be com- 
| tee onately inclin'd to do good to all that need. 
Faith, which in Mr. Firmin brought forth good 
. Works, was his ſenſe of the fitneſs and agreeable- 
of -the thing, :z. that Man ſhould be helpful 
& hb Fellow-Creature ; and his firm belief of the 
& an which the Commands of God, enforced with 
womiſes and Penalties, and the Example of Chriſt, 
7 fi Occur powerfully, preſling all the Offices of Cha- 


1p "bivy that reproach Mr. Firzin for his Faith, then 
kd beſt have a care what they do; they muſt not rp- 
Fdieo for that, which inclin'd him to Charity, 
unleſs they mean to publiſh to the World, that in 
ir } Jogment, nothing has that influence to per- 
* Men to Charity, no not the Command of 
360; nor the Example of Chriſt, as a right Faith 
oaceraing the Trinity. But let the laſcription to 
wt Memory of Mr. Firmin remain, or be erav'd, 'tis 
| MN doets me. I am ſatisfied that he might perhaps 
yebeena better Belieyer, but he could not have 
Jecen 4 better Man. 
' Mr. 4+ to fortify his firſt ſign of an Almſgiver's 
Ramination, argdes thus, © If Bounty to the Poor 
"be enough to fave a Man, whether his Faith, be 
L x wh then Empedocles, and. Clinies the 
, Who were remarkable for that Vertue, 
f fav'd. And to ſhow his Wit and his 
jenf 2t. he ſays of them, © — They 
«were a better fort of — OE and for - 
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« ſome. [it; may be_ for their own ſakes] have ite 
- Focar deal of, Charity. | willi 
Now certainly none but the moſt imprudent, a te 


well as the molt ill natur'd Man jn the World, wok 
have thrown out ſach a wild Bolt as this, -whichre 
bounds upon his moſt Octhodox Friends ; like Py 
rbÞxs bis Elephants, that were meant to amaze .& 
'Ciforder the Roman Troops, but ſoon as woundec 
they fled back, and .fatally broke his own Army 
Wherefore for my part, the good moral Heathen” 
ſhall &en ſhift for themſelves as well as they can;-i 
their Frieads of the Clergy can't ſave them. © It 'we 
impertiaent to multiply Quotacions, but that Mfr” 
may ſee what Names he reviles. 1 will call rwo Wit 
nelles. The firſt the preſent Biſhop of Glocefter, iti if 
Dialogue betweea Philaletbes and Theopbiles, p. 25i J 
& 1 will not ſay that they (the Heathens) are an 
©« of them ſav'd ; but] would not for a World pro ; 
© nounce them all damn'd. I know that ther&is nol? © 


Heathen, and there zre ſtill ſome which he has t 
mention'd ; but for the fake of what he bas, I hal 
ever honour him, as one that to his great Learning 
adds Ingenuity and good Nature; and [1 "Mr.&E 
A. will give him leave to be ſound, in the Faith.'=*My f 
other Witneſs is 2 Champion, the late Dr. Cramder, 
who, tho be did not much care perhaps what becameſf**! 
of the Dillenters from the Church of England, yerks fal 

will 


h 


© name under Heaven whereby Men can be fav at { 

© but oaly the Name of Jefus Chriſt : But I am.nol< 

< where told, that thoſe which never heard of ' him; - 

« cannot be ſav'd by him without Faith in him-'* ' {< © 

The Builbop has other Reaſous. in behalf of the & 
IT 


wanted no Charity for moral Heathens. 'Ir happen 
ence that he being an Opponent, ——_ 
put 
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puted laudably upon this Queſtois, the' Profeſſor was 
willing to releaſe him ; but he a little teſty and impa- 
Ltient.to have his charitable Sentiments lighted, would 
af 2ot be pur off ſo, but urg'd ov. Digniſſime Fice Can- 
I cellatie nnam arguumenturm pro ſalute Socrates, Ah! 
are this truſty Doztor living:he would have dama'd 
leg, that ſhould have damn'd Socrates, till the liber- 
1.4 $4 Cenſurer ſhould have been as glad to have releas'd 
=_ honeſt Philoſopher 3 as Mines in Lucian was to 
vendPare. With that cunning Rogue, and Sophiter Su» 
rats. * 
"Y But\what if after all. this anger of Mr. As 2- 
anſtthe He:thens ſhonid be but a Copy of his Coun- 
wiatice, which he ſcrew'd into a ſour look towards 
rem, _ when his foul Stomach heav'd at ſomething 
fe ? ' This ſeems likely ro me, becauſe, preſently 
ter, he gives ſuch a noble Chara, not only of 
Pharitess, Men of unſound Fewilh Faith, bat al- 
of thar Heathen Emperor 7«%en, that he could 
dt {peak more honourably of Chriſtian Biſhops, ſet- 
g ahde th-ic found Faith. This makes me ſuſpect 
£ Mr. 24 1s as much Hethen, as tht Emperor, 
id an Apoſtate as Faiian had been before; but Fx- 
ape OP] \ fe he ſubt uly 12901 irs ro Oetray 
Chriſffzn Religion. Forif the Heatoens brought 
th choſe good Fruits, without the help of ſound 
ng greater. than which the Coriſtians did not 
tech by the help of ſoond Faith, Goes not 
" ae iS" falſe: Man infinuate, that we have no advantags 
ade the Chriſtian Religion ? Iclooks very untowardly, 
S induſtrious Commendation of the Heathens, Men 
falſe Faith, in oppoſition tothe Chriſtians, whoſe 
twas true, tho their Works often fell ſort; nay, 
will not- warranz” but all Mr. 21's Zeal azzinft 
F 2 Chr ich 


. 
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the 
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=_ 
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Chriſtians erroneays in. Faith, who impair 4 
ty, is only a Feiat, . that bis my 
throw the whale Syſtem may p26 nhob obferind, 
uvacenſur'd. Gown and grave Grimjace may' pe 
perſwade ſome honeſt Men that this is meer 
and Mr. Af. utterly incapable of ''fo 
nefs ; but then 1 will diſcover him ' er 4 
whereas it is ſaid that the Sheep at the great 1h 
ſhall be ſentenc'd by their works of Mercy, b— 
Goats by their negleCt of them : 'Mr. Af. int 

ing for this, that it might not ſeem to contra i his 
grand Axiom, docs audacioully paſs a Ridicule'n 

the Matter 3 only to cover his Impudence, he pits 
own profane Fancy in a different CharaQer, to make 
the Reader believe, that it was the Judgment of 
Gratizs, whom be laſt quored. The words are theſe, 
=— P. 15. *, The ſoundneſs or unſoondnefs_of 
« Faith is that which mov es the Judg's Breaſt ; tho 
« the outward appearance, or the Truth and Re- 
* ality of their Works be iafilted on for ghar,» 
< tion of the Standers-by. God in Scripture fays, 

he will judg Men by theic Works; Mr. Af. ſays that's 
not altogether true, for it rea!ly is the ſoondnefs or 


unſoundneſfs of Faith which moves him, and he does | 


infiſt upon Works only for the ſatisfaRiof* of the 
Standers-by. No Tongue was ever bor'd for wore 
impudent and fooliſh Profanecneſs. 

O ! but ſays Mr. M. P. 14. The Judg, who knows 


m—_ 
_- 


all things knows the Heart, and conſe uently- the 
fincerity, and rectitude of Faith, but this is inv 
to the Multitude, to the Standery-by : Bur, for 
they have ſeen, and known, and can j of 
How ftratigely this Doftor forgets bimfelf?” for bej 
udges of works by the ſoundneſs or unſbyndoe! BY 
alt 
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Gr : and he can make bur a conj 

for when 4 bave explain 

ofien appears, that they own other” Seatimerits than 

ſuppog'd to > do before Tuch tion. 

the ſhort and d fea by, 7M wil udg of the 

A ee be Vkes elf Faith, their Works 
W St or 

: and of the ſoundneſs or  andres of 

Jo Faith by. their Works, and when their Works | 

ury beneficial to himſelf or his Party, then their Faith 


M's ſecond fign of an Almſpiver's Damnati. 
nog, A —* A Man gives all his Goods ro feed 
9 + the Poor, and yet has no Love or Charity, when 

3 all his Beneficence ſprings from vain Glory, or 
©. is leyel'd at any mean or miſtaken end 

c: 1s, ſhall be granted, that the Beneficence which 
ſprings from vain Glory, is level'd at a mean and 

aken end. The vain glorious Almſgiver, ac- 

ing. to our Sayiour's Sentence, has his reward. 

| & cannot reaſonably hope for more, than the 

Be nour and Reputation which be aims at. But 

er, ſball detraQt from Mr. Firms Charity 

$ Imputation, a Man may ſafely ſwear, 

wy aims af no Honour and Reputation bimfelf, be. 
cauſe there's ſo mnch Evidence of the con 

againſt him. Mr. Firms in the diltribotion of other 

Foun was not only induſtrious, bur diſcreet, 

D oe Ferets according as as,  rqer of 

A eem'd_to require, or pre of his. 

Friend to direQ : In Aftribiring the Alms 

, of ;gthers, when the Poor'pray*d for tum, * be was 
out ;tq. ſay, mg pe org it 5s nod 

ry. eve, Jfency, His own Pour AND ers 

J 
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moſtly private, and reſpeting the proportion of , 


% 


his Eftace, great,” even b-yond the Example of a= 


ny in our Age: Now that he iS. dead, every day 


gives farther Diſcoveries of this, to the perpetyal 


ſhame. of that Presbyter, who has not Wir enoygly 


to reſtrain. his impotent and ineffetual Malice. _ © 

_ But among all the vain gloriovs Defigns, which 
Mr. Firmin with his Charicy aim'd ar, the moſt 
pleaſant is .this, That he might have flarter- 
ing Memorials and Monuments rais?d to him after 
Death. It this really was his deſign, it is pity 
but he ſhould obrain it, for hz gave more for It 
than it was worth; nay, I think that even Ein- 


pedocles gave too muGh, if he Jump'd into «Ars 


to be repnt:d a God; two very likely Etories : 
and Mc. 2. ſhows his Judgment as munch in be- 


lieving the one, as his Wir in inventing the - 


other. Well'! ro reward his Kindneſs, let him 
die when he pleaſes, I have prepar's for his Mo- 
nument ſuch a Memorial as he defires, a Memo- 
rial that' does rot flatter, 2 Memorial that ſhall 
never be clorded by the Envy: of . Hereticks, nor 
eras'd by the igjurious hand of Time, bu: laſt through 
all the Ages that are yer to"coine,; laſt, while 
there is any pure true Faith on this fide Heaven 
any erroneous on this fide Hell. | 
* Here lies the Body of L.M. Presbyter, &c. Who 
< has this to fay for himſelf in the next World, 
© that he met no <xtraordinary good Uſage in this. 
« Hereaſonably hopes that 'he ſhall not be damn'd, 


Le , 


* becanſe having always ſpoken ill of good Men, 


« and 'no good Man well of him, he is rew; 


< according to his Works already. He made.the_ 
« Chriſtian Yoke caficr far, than it ever a? 
: . wil 


kar T;.. 
& of his Maſter*s hafids 3 , for all-true Belieyers that 
* could ſubdue, their Reaſon, to, their . Faith, he 
* excus'd them from the Labour ,of  ſubduing their 
< Paſſions and AticQtions to their. Reaſog,' He was 
© E the very Flower of Faith, and; the .ſure Guideof 
- < erroneous Almſgiving Chriltians,-- for. he ſhow'd 
— T'them, (to the end they, might not. give amibs) - 
& thar all the giving in the World would do them 
*© no good. | | WY 

| Reader, if thou wilt take his own word for't, 
he was God", and the Princeſs Am her moſt hum- 
ble, moſt faithful, and devoted Servant; f© he 
needs not thy Prayers, but ſay ſome Creds's over 
him, and all's well. 


Mr. 24s third Note of an Almſgiver*'s Damna- 
tion, is, © A Man may give all his Goods to feed the 
*" Pqor without Charity, if he does ſo to ſup- 
6 port, and bring Reputation. to Hereſy, and fo 
«ro, propagate Diforders and Confulions -in the 
«© Church of Chriſt. The , plain Song . of . this 
dreadful Charge is, Mr. Firmmn was kind and 
charitable to ſome few Men of his own Sentiments, 
that needed it. And does Mr, 44 think, that 
whomſoeyver Mr. Firmin oblig'd, be ought to have 
negle&ted them who were of the ſame Faith with 
himſelf ? Well then, let not Mr. 34. wonder that 


wil content, but to -engrofs all Charities, what- 


ever he needs, deſerves nothing ar all. 

that intruſted Mr. Firmiz with the diſpoſal of his 
Chariry, did ever ſuſpect. his Fai Fn 'Gif- 
charging the Troſt : But fome' have ben weary 
of ing his Accounts of Particulars, as bt 
equally ſatisfied with his Honeſty and Diftretion:”"In- 
deed if he had dy'd rich, (which be might' very 
honeftfy have done, fo unwearted was pes? 
and fo conſMerable his Trade) poſſibly forhEmig 
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bove 20 Pound, But notwithſtanding all that does 
iþpear tothe honour of his Memory, - and the non- 
3ppearance of any real Evil to ſully it; Mr. 4£. 
dares to intimate, that his care for the Poor, was 
like that: of Jade, who bare the Bat, and was 4 
Thief. - if groundlefs lying, and ſhameleſs impu- 
dence-could do any ſervice to the Church, this Man 
might reaſonably expect extraordinary good Ulſagesz 


bug 4hey that believe rhe Church does not need ſuch 
a Defender as this, will go near to expedCt that he 
ſhall be at leaſt diſcountenanc'd. How obnoxious a 
RefeQion is that, — had F«d&'s Faith been ſound, 
he wavld never have betray'd his Maſter. It were 


* fcaly.to give it a Parallel, 


Had his Faith been ſound he would not— 
'Had-—— bis Faith been ſound he would not— 
Had —— bis Faith been ſound he would not —- 
Had bis Faith beer ſound he would not— 


I-pramife to make out theſe broken Lines, when 
next-I hear from Mr. 44. as agrecably as ever Virgi! 
digk his. Sic vos non vobis, 

. -Fam ſenſible that there are yet ſeyeral obnoxious 
Pallages in- the Sermon, which I have paſs'd over 
without Nates. , | | | 

The particular Offices of Charity recounted by St. 
Pax, parapbras'd by the Preacher, reproach his own 
Life, and eqvious Labours. His Qygotations admit 
ruby Come Remarks. , His Deference one while, 


A Contempt another, thrown npor! one and the 
ority ; his concern to be accounted a Cri- 
this. Indignation, chat that Province ſhould 
by Mea errogeons in the Faith 5 hls ry 

: 7 argutn 


[$0] 
arguing vpon the ſenſe of rhe word erefy afford a; 


ple Matter for another Diſſertation. "kk 

But to conclude my preſent trouble, I ſhall bri 
tzke notice of - a little ſoarling Sarcaſm, p. 22. 1 
ſeems Mr. Firmin, as formerly Dr. Whicbeer, is 
Ported to haie dy'd profeſling his hope that he 
'not go to worſe. Company, than he had k 
Earth. Mr. AM. reflects, we need not wiſh thats 


angry Judg after Death would condemn them [Mr 


F. and thoſe of his Perſwaſion} to worſe Company 
Well! if this be all Mr. Af. means by Damnatienz.w 
thank him for his Sermon. 


. 
. * "— 
i i. Dt. eh. i —_ _— a 


POSTSCRIPT. 


R. 2. may poſſibly pleaſe himſelf uch with 
the Order «f the Court of Aidermen for print 
ing his Sermon z and reckon that his unchriitian Dit: 
courſe caiinot be reprov'd, © but their Honour mult 
be tax'd alio. . ] would by no means ref&& on thei 
Honour ;, but far be it from me to impute to them a 
the Doctrines which are publiſt*d with their Licence 
They wee a religious and wiſe Body of Men, read) 
upon all occaſions to pay a due reIpect to the Reverenc 
Clergy, yet roteaſy to be impos'd on by falſe Doc 
trines, nor forward publickly toteſtify their diſlikes 
Burt Mr. M——*s Sermoa was ſo groſs a piece of forc't 
. ack: 11'jan Satyr, that for the boncur of the ther 
Lord Mayor, and Court of Aldermen, I muſt ſuppoſe 
they did diſlike it. Whence then -came their Ord 
for the printing ic? Why ! 1 can make no more of 
| ut 


——_ 
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any: jr thenthis 3 they were for the moſt genteel- way of 

.. {| puniſhing the Preacher; they ſaw that be was vain, 
I us well as wicked, fo they granted hint their leave ro 

2. I diſcipline himſelf, to publiſh his own Diſgrace, and 

1s re -do Penance is Print: he has done it, and thereby 

given thoufands occaſion to fay, he has fully made 


his own Words upon himſelf, in his Chrifien 


7% & attern paraphras'd, P. 18. 

Ml 

any Wits perbaps I bighly prize, 

+ wel nl Poole Heroes no nh Language flier; 


I all that's good or great abuſe, 
_ And « al the Checks of ſober Senſe refuſe. 


It ſeems tho he defames others, he ſpeaks truth of 
himſelf, | 


_ FINIS. 


| 
1 


=y 


t:lid 

63% 
, 
: 


ADVERTISEMENT. | 
—S_ £ $41 (is 3” £455 0 Tr" \'+$ 
Hereas there were ſome Miſtakes committed | 
in Printing, - in Mr. Firm's Life, what 
paſſed between the Bilbop of Glecger and 
him, ypot his. Death Bed.: . The Reader is delired ge © 
take notice, that theſe follew-vg.arg.the Words which 
the Biſhop gave.noder bis Hand without the leaſt Ad- 
ditions, Diminution or Alteration. 
i Whes palled between Mr, Firaap. and: me, was to 
- this Effect, to the beſt of my Remembrance : he ok | 
me he was now going; and [ truſt, ſaid he, that 
God will not condemn me to worſe Company in the 
other World, than I have loved and delighted in.in 
this, I replied, that he had be-" an extraordinary 
Example of Charity, and the. Pagr had a wonderfol 
Bleſſing in bim; #4 did not dohbt but his Works 
would follow him, he having no ExpeCtation from + 
the merirof them ; but wholly relying on the infinite 
Goodneſs of God, and the Merits of his Bleſſed Sa- 
viour. Hereto he anſwered, /do ſo; and mult ſay 
Tn the words of Wy Savidur; "When Theave doe al, 1 
a but an unprofitable Servent. He was in ſuchan Agony 
for wanr of Breath, that I did not think it fit to ſpeak 
more to him, than giving him the Aſſurance of my 
>. IS ers, while he remained in this World.. 
-{o Itodk +dolema and affetionate Farewell of 
up, and he of me. 


